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Program 
My Groove, Your Move Hank Mobley, arr. Terry White...........................................................................................

Soloists: Taylor Johnson - Trumpet, Holden Fromm - Tenor Sax,
Kristen Engelhardt - Trombone, Henry Giddens - Bass

All the King’s Men Mike Conrad.................................................................................................................................
Featuring Christopher Merz, Tenor Saxophone

Sponsored by Tenor Madness Custom Tenor Saxophones and the University of Northern Iowa School of Music
Soloists: Colten Thomas - Piano, Liam Hendrickson - Trombone

Crisis Freddie Hubbard, arr. Mike Kamuf..................................................................................................................
Soloists: Colten Thomas - Piano, Kate Galyen - Drum Set

North Rampart (Trombone Quartet) Alan Ferber (for Jennifer Wharton).............................................................
Kristen Engelhardt, Liam Hendrickson, Alex Stoner, and Henry Rouw - Trombones

Henry Giddens - Bass

Calypso Angelical Steve Shanley..................................................................................................................................
Soloists: August Phillis - Alto Sax, Conner Trunnell - Trumpet, Isabelle Cuhat - Tenor Sax, 

Paige Sommerfeldt - Guitar, Britain Atkins - Bari Sax, Kate Galyen - Drum Set

Portrait of Louis Armstrong Duke Ellington, trans. David Berger..........................................................................
Featuring Marques Carroll, Trumpet

Sponsored by Bach Brass and the Cedar Falls Band Endowment Fund

First In, Last Out Bob Washut.......................................................................................................................................
Soloists: Kate Galyen - Drum Set, Colten Thomas - Keyboard,
Gabrielle Townsend - Alto Sax, Liam Hendrickson - Trombone

I’ve Got Algorithm Steven Feifke.................................................................................................................................
Featuring Christopher Merz - Tenor Sax, and Marques Carroll - Trumpet

Soloists: Colten Thomas - Piano, Kate Galyen - Drum Set



Program Notes

My Groove, Your Move Hank Mobley, arr. Terry White.......................................................................
Belwin Jazz (2021), Grade 1. 4:00

“My Groove, Your Move,” a big band arrangement for younger players, is a great way to teach swing style and 
articulation. It includes a featured melody for trumpet and tenor sax as well as some short sax solis. This composition 
is from Roll Call (1961), an album which featured saxophonist Hank Mobley, trumpet player Freddie Hubbard, pianist 
Wynton Kelly, bassist Paul Chambers, and drummer Art Blakey. It’s a 12-bar minor blues form with unique chord 
substitutions in the last four bars, allowing optional open soloing for any instrument. 

All the King’s Men Mike Conrad..............................................................................................................
iJazzMusic (2020), Grade 5. 6:00

Mike Conrad’s composition, “All the King’s Men,” was originally composed for a sextet to play at the Rochester 
International Jazz Festival during Conrad's time studying at the Eastman School of Music. He later re-scored it for his 
big band, “Colossus,” resulting in this exciting arrangement appropriate for advanced ensembles. Set in Phrygian 
mode, the intense straight-eighth ensemble passages alternate between cut time and 6/8, with open solo sections for 
piano, tenor, and trombone.
 
Conrad serves as Assistant Professor of Jazz Studies and Music Education at the University of Northern Iowa in 
Cedar Falls. His many accolades include four ASCAP Herb Alpert Young Jazz Composer Awards, a SONIC award 
from the International Society of Arrangers and Composers, and several commissions from ensembles all over the 
world.

Crisis Freddie Hubbard, arr. Mike Kamuf...............................................................................................
Alfred Music (2021), Grade 3.5. 5:30

“Crisis,” the fifth track from the Ready for Freddie album by trumpet player Freddie Hubbard, was released on the 
Blue Note label in 1962. The composition follows an AABA song form. The A sections are 16 measures long, and the B 
section is eight measures long. It also includes a style change within the A section from even eighth notes to swing 
eighth notes, while the B section is played in a swing style the entire time. Mike Kamuf’s new arrangement, 
appropriate for high school big bands, is an excellent way to encourage the rhythm section to work on transitioning 
back and forth from an even eighth-note feel to a swing feel.

North Rampart (for Trombone Quartet) Alan Ferber (for Jennifer Wharton)..................................
eJazzlines/Jazz Lines Publications/Walrus Music Publishing (2018), Grade 5. 5:30

“North Rampart” is presented here in a combo arrangement for four trombones and rhythm section. It was originally 
written for big band by trombonist Alan Ferber, who transformed the chart into this version for Jennifer Wharton’s 
trombone quartet (members John Fedchock, Sara Jacovino, Alan Ferber, and Jennifer Wharton). It’s a beautiful, 
reverent, and heartfelt tribute to New Orleans after Hurricane Katrina. The piece opens with a trombone chorale. The 
melody begins in the bass trombone with rhythm section and gradually spreads throughout the rest of the section. 
The entire form is repeated twice with improvised solos played over the top of the second run-through of the melody.



Program Notes

Calypso Angelical Steve Shanley..............................................................................................................
C.L. Barnhouse Company (2020), Grade 2. 3:30

Steve Shanley composed and arranged “Calypso Angelical” in 2018 for the Cedar Falls Peet Jr. High 7th Grade Jazz 
Band, under the direction of Eric Lins. Lins requested a stylistically-correct Latin jazz chart for his students and 
commissioned this chart with the help of the Peet Jr. High band parents. It was published in 2020 by C.L Barnhouse. 
Several of the students from the Peet Jr. High Jazz Band that premiered this selection in 2018 are now high school 
juniors who are thrilled to be performing it at The Midwest Clinic. The composition is fun, lighthearted, and has an 
open 8-bar solo section with a suggested major blues scale included for all players to work on beginning 
improvisation. Shanley currently serves as Associate Professor of Music at Coe College in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, where 
he coordinates the music education program and directs the jazz program. Over 2,000 of his compositions and 
arrangements have been performed throughout the world.

Portrait of Louis Armstrong Duke Ellington, trans. David Berger.....................................................
Jazz at Lincoln Center (1970), Grade 4. 3:30 

Duke Ellington wrote “Portrait of Louis Armstrong” in 1970 as the third movement of his New Orleans Suite. It was 
written to feature long-time Ellingtonian and Armstrong disciple, Cootie Williams. There is a parade-like joy to the 
swing in this tune, and it is a great way to explore the classic swing style reminiscent of numerous charts Louis 
Armstrong played with big bands in the 1930s and early ‘40s. In this single-theme trumpet concerto, the trumpet 
soloist is featured out front throughout the entire chart. 

 
First In, Last Out Bob Washut....................................................................................................................

iJazzMusic (2019), Grade 3. 5:30

Commissioned in memory of teacher Joe Turner and his student, Brett Neal, “First In, Last Out” is a heartfelt funk 
shuffle with a gospel feel. In addition to featuring the drummer, optional solo space can be assigned to alto, tenor, 
trumpet, trombone, guitar, and/or piano.

During the last days of Joe’s life, he spoke with several close friends about his wish for a jazz chart to be 
commissioned to honor his former student, drummer Brett Neal. Joe had a few requests: the chart should start with 
drums but not be a drum feature; the chart should be fun to solo on; and the chart should feel good. Joe mentioned 
that Brett was always the first person at rehearsal and the last person to leave. The title of the piece, “First In, Last 
Out,” describes Brett’s dedication to the band. Joe encouraged everyone to “choose the joy.” This chart reflects his 
wishes. Joe was a beloved friend, an outstanding educator, an amazing musician, a loving husband, and a devoted 
father. This commission, completed with funding from Joe’s former band directors in the West Des Moines 
Community School District, is honored to support Joe’s vision. Joe Turner passed away in April 2018 after a long 
battle with lymphoma. This chart was premiered in November 2018 by the Valley Jazz Orchestra.

I’ve Got Algorithm Steven Feifke.............................................................................................................
eJazzlines/Jazz Lines Publications/Walrus Music Publishing (2020), Grade 5. 5:30

“I've Got Algorithm” is Steven Feifke's playful nod to George Gershwin's famous classic, “I’ve Got Rhythm.” The up-
tempo composition opens with a piano solo before beginning a handful of fiery ensemble passages in the traditional 
AABA song form. The tune has plenty of space for soloists to have fun. The unique, stacked diminished-chord brass 
soli passage after the solo section is evocative of the writing of the great Thad Jones. This chart was originally written 
to feature Chad Leifkowitz-Brown and Bijon Watson during the 2020 Covid lockdown and was recorded individually 
by some of New York’s top players and assembled into a collaborative, online big band performance released on 
YouTube. Since then, it’s been re-recorded and released as the opening track on the new album, Generation Gap Jazz 
Orchestra. A respected educator, composer, and arranger, Feifke sits on the faculty at Berklee College of Music and 
The New School of Jazz and Contemporary Music.



The Cedar Falls Community School District is located in Cedar Falls, IA, a thriving Midwest city of 39,260 
residents in a population center of 100,000-plus. The city is situated on the crossroads of Highways 20 and 218 
in the northeast part of Iowa. Commonly referred to as the Cedar Valley, it offers all the amenities of larger 
urban areas, but with a hometown environment. Originally named !Sturgis Falls” after its first settler, William 
Sturgis, it was later renamed after the river that flows through the city.

The school district comprises 
seven elementary schools (K-6), 
two junior highs (7-9), and one 
high school (10-12). Cedar Falls 
C o m m u n i t y S c h o o l s a r e 
committed to providing the best 
possible educat ion to our 
students and focusing on every 
s t u d e n t , e v e r y d a y.  T h e 
combined efforts of the board of 
education, community members, 
parents, teachers, and students 
have created an environment of 
high achievement and personal 
development. 

Over 6,000 students are enrolled in the Cedar Falls School District. 39 native languages are spoken by students, 
and 55% of the teachers in the schools hold a master’s degree. The average ACT score for Cedar Falls High 
School is 24.5, and the graduation rate has increased to over 97%. The graduation rate puts Cedar Falls second 
of the 25 largest school districts in the state. 

Extracurricular groups provide something for nearly everyone in CFHS. Nearly 85% of the student body of 
Cedar Falls High School is involved in a curricular or extra-curricular activity of some kind. There are over 75 
different activities, clubs, sports, and groups for students to be involved with at CFHS.

Cedar Falls is also home to the University of Northern Iowa, one of Iowa"s three state universities. In addition to 
programming provided by the City"s Hearst Center for the Arts, the Parks and Recreation Divisions, and the 
outstanding education provided by the Cedar Falls Schools, the University of Northern Iowa provides 
additional opportunities for academic, cultural, and athletic activities.

Our School and Community…



About the Band Program… 
The instrumental music program at Cedar Falls High School consists of two concert bands, two jazz ensembles, 
and a marching band. Students have band every day as part of their class schedule. Pullout lessons or small 
sectionals occur once per week with their band directors.  

The marching band meets as part of the band 
class in the fall and performs at all home football 
games and at the State Marching Band Festival. 
The 135-member Tiger Marching Band has earned 
22 consecutive Division I ratings at the State 
Marching Festival.

After marching band season concludes, students 
are placed in one of two concert bands that meet 
during the day. Both bands perform four 
concerts annually, consistently earning Division 
I ratings at the State Large Group Festival in 
May. The Wind Symphony has been a clinic 
band at the Iowa Bandmasters Association 
Conference and has also been invited to perform 
at the University of Northern Iowa Invitational Wind Band Clinic.

Students are encouraged to participate in All-State auditions in the fall, as well as the state solo and small group 
festival in the spring. Cedar Falls has had more than a dozen students selected annually to the All-State Band for 
the past 15 years. 

Typically, jazz band auditions take place in the fall, and 
students are placed into two groups based on ability and 
experience. The top ensemble is the 18-member Jazz One, and 
the second group is Jazz, Too! Both groups meet as 
extracurricular ensembles. Jazz One rehearses on Monday 
nights from 8-10 pm, and on Wednesday and Friday 
mornings from 7:00-7:50 am.

Both jazz bands regularly perform at local jazz events 
throughout the year, as well as various jazz festivals in the 
state of Iowa. Previously, Jazz One has been selected as the 
sole performing high school jazz ensemble at the Iowa 
Bandmasters Association Clinic three different times (2021, 
2018, and 2015). In 2022, Jazz One earned first place in Class 
4A at the Iowa Jazz Championships, their first in school 

history. In addition to performing a wide variety of literature throughout the year, Jazz One has enjoyed 
commissioning new works for jazz band from various composers and arrangers. Jazz One has collaborated with 
Chris Merz (twice), Bob Washut (twice), Steve Shanley, and Mike Conrad. Over the years, the band has enjoyed 
performing with the following guest artists: Ryan Kisor, Paul McKee, Chris Merz, Dave Rezek, Anthony Williams, 
Tom Barry, Chris Buckholz, Mike Michalicek, Nolan Schroeder, and others.



The Saxophone Section

Gabrielle Townsend, lead alto, is a senior, and this is her third year in Jazz One. She 
is a two-year member of the Iowa All-State Band and served as drum major for the 
marching band this fall. Outside of band, Gabby enjoys softball, rugby, and raising 
chickens. After graduation, she plans to attend Iowa State University and study to 
become a veterinarian. Her favorite chart to learn has been “I’ve Got Algorithm” 
because “all of the tiny details continue to improve as we put individual effort into 
the song.”

August Phillis, 2nd alto, is a senior and first-year member of Jazz One. She was an 
Iowa All-State Band Alternate on alto saxophone. August works weekends at an 
arcade and enjoys making music and learning. August’s future plans include 
attending Luther College to potentially major in music. Her favorite part of preparing 
for The Midwest Clinic has been learning “Portrait of Louis Armstrong” by Duke 
Ellington.

Holden Fromm, lead tenor, is a senior in his second year with Jazz One. Holden was 
an Iowa All-State Band Alternate on tenor saxophone. He also enjoys playing guitar, 
writing music, and skateboarding. He enjoys designing and creating things in his 
head and plans to attend Iowa State University to study in the field of design next 
year. His favorite part of preparing for Midwest has been when all the parts in the 
band are learned, and things really start to come together. Holden said, “It is fun to 
just hear it all and be a part of it. It feels awesome.”

Isabelle Cuhat, 2nd tenor, is a sophomore and a first-year member of Jazz One. She 
was selected to the Iowa All-State Band on tenor sax this year. She is also involved in 
cross country, volunteer club, and plays the guitar. After graduation, she plans to 
attend college and study food science. Her favorite part about preparing for Midwest 
has been getting to know the people in the band more over the past few months and 
interacting with her friends. Isabelle said, “It’s been a wonderful experience overall.”

Britain Atkins, bari sax, is a sophomore who is enjoying his first year in Jazz One. 
Britain is a two-year member of the Iowa All-State Band. Outside of playing 
saxophone, he also enjoys piano and serves as a church accompanist. After high 
school, he plans to attend college and continue playing music. His favorite chart for 
Midwest is “First In, Last Out.”



The Trumpet Section

Pascal Cuhat, lead trumpet, is a senior who is enjoying his third year in Jazz One. He 
is a three-year member of the Iowa All-State Band. In addition to band, Pascal is 
active in cross country and track. He also enjoys playing video games. Pascal plans to 
attend the University of Iowa next year to study biomedical engineering. His favorite 
piece to prepare this fall has been “Portrait of Louis Armstrong.”

Taylor Johnson, 2nd trumpet, is a junior and two-year member of Jazz One. She is 
also a two-year member of the Iowa All-State Band. After high school, she plans to 
attend college and continue to play the trumpet. Taylor’s favorite chart to prepare for 
Midwest is  “All the King’s Men” with guest artist, Chris Merz.

Ethan Christ, 3rd trumpet, is a senior and first-year member of Jazz One. He is 
planning to attend the University of Northern Iowa next year to study finance or 
business, and he plans to continue to play the trumpet. His favorite chart has been 
“First In, Last Out” because of “what it means to play it, and the story behind it.” 
He’s looking forward to playing with Chris Merz and Marques Carroll in Chicago. 

Skylar Zimmerman, 4th trumpet, is a senior and has been in Jazz One for one year.  
She is very active in speech and drama, with a lead role in last spring’s musical. She 
also holds a part-time job. She plans to attend the University of Northern Iowa next 
year and major in theater and communications education. Skylar is happy to be 
playing at Midwest this year, and her favorite chart is “Portrait of Louis Armstrong.”

Conner Trunnell, 5th trumpet, is a senior who is enjoying his first year in Jazz One. 
He has been in the Iowa All-State Band one year. He enjoys track and field. Next year, 
he plans to attend the University of Northern Iowa to study digital media and 
business. He said, “Preparing for Midwest has been a very unique experience.” He is 
most looking forward to performing “Calypso Angelical.” 



The Trombone Section

Liam Hendrickson, Trombone 2 and 3, is a senior. This is his second year in Jazz One, 
and he is also a two-year member of the Iowa All-State Band. Outside of band, Liam 
enjoys filmmaking with a friend. After high school, he plans to attend the University 
of Iowa to study entrepreneurship. Liam said, “My favorite part of preparing for 
Midwest is that we have a good balance of fun and work. We know Midwest is a 
huge deal, but we also have a lot of fun.”

Alex Stoner, Trombone 2 and split lead, is a senior, and this is his third year in Jazz 
One. He is a three-year member of the Iowa All-State Band.   Next year he plans to 
attend Iowa State University to study engineering. His favorite chart to prepare for 
Midwest has been “All the King’s Men.” He is looking forward to seeing the city of 
Chicago for the first time and exploring all that The Midwest Clinic has to offer.

Henry Rouw, bass trombone, is a senior, and this is his third year in Jazz One. He also 
enjoys studying Spanish. After high school, Henry plans to attend college with a 
possible major in psychology and minor in Spanish. His favorite chart is “All the 
King’s Men.” Henry is looking forward to playing with Chris Merz and Marques 
Carroll and listening to other bands at The Midwest Clinic.

Kristen Engelhardt, lead and Trombone 2, is a junior, and this is her second year in 
Jazz One. She is a three-year member of the Iowa All-State Band and also was a 
member of the All-State Jazz Band last year. She is active in swimming, choir, and 
piano. Her future plans include attending college to double major in trombone and 
biomedical science. She has two favorite charts for Midwest this year: “North 
Rampart” with the trombone section and “All the King’s Men” with the whole band.



The Rhythm Section

Paige Sommerfeldt, guitar, is a junior, and this is her first year in Jazz One. She also 
enjoys playing guitar in her church worship band, creating art, and working. She 
plans to attend college to study actuarial science. Her favorite chart for Midwest is 
“All the King’s Men” because “it’s a unique piece, and it was a challenge to learn but 
fun to play.” Paige has enjoyed preparing for Midwest with her friends and is looking 
forward to listening to different ensembles from across the country while in Chicago.

Kate Galyen, drum set, is a junior and first-year member of Jazz One. Kate is a three-
year member of the Iowa All-State Band as a percussionist. She enjoys traveling, 
studying geography and French, spending time with her family, and playing Mario 
Kart. After graduation, she would like to attend college and major in percussion and 
continue to play. Kate said, “I’ve really liked the bond the jazz band has formed since 
we’ve started preparing for Midwest. It’s really cool to see how far we’ve come since 
the start of the year, and I love how our friendships have developed.”

Colten Thomas, piano and keyboard, is a senior and a three-year member of Jazz One. 
He was an alternate for the All-State Jazz Band last year and has been in the district 
honor jazz band twice. Colten also enjoys performing in a collegiate student jazz 
combo at the University of Northern Iowa. Outside of music, he enjoys rock climbing, 
spending time with family, and relaxing with a nice fire and movie. He plans to attend 
the University of Northern Iowa, study actuarial science with a minor in jazz studies, 
and “keep music in my life as much as possible.” Colten said, “Monday night 
rehearsals with friends and Mr. E will always hold a special place in my heart when 
thinking about preparing for Midwest and jazz band in general.”

Henry Giddens, acoustic and electric bass, is a senior, and this is his first year in Jazz 
One. Henry is a two-year member of the Iowa All-State Choir. He is also on the tennis 
and bowling teams. He plans to attend college next year to be a jazz studies major. He 
is excited to be playing jazz in Chicago, “a city I hope to play in professionally 
someday.”



Christopher Merz, Professor of Music, has served as Director of Jazz Studies and Director of the award-winning 
UNI Jazz Band One at the University of Northern Iowa since 2002. Under his direction, the band has traveled to 
Cuba and Thailand as well as the east coast of the US, and has recorded 16 CDs featuring many original 
compositions and arrangements by student and faculty writers. 

The 2006 recipient of the CHFA University Book and Supply Outstanding Teaching award, Merz was also the 
2016 recipient of the John L. Baker Faculty Development award, and was inducted into the Iowa Jazz Educators’ 
Hall of Fame in 2015. He is a past president of Jazz Educators of Iowa (JEI), and the founder and director of the 
UNI Combo Camp, an annual event for high school jazz students and music educators, which takes place each 
June.

His recording credits include Steve McCraven, Darius Brubeck, Bob Washut, John Rapson and Jon Snell, as well 
as his own projects: Counterculture, the Chris Merz/Bob Washut Duo, The X-tet, and Equilateral.   His 1997 
release with the X-tet, Mystery is My Story, prompted Dave Brubeck to write, “I am very pleased with this 
wonderful band. Naturally I would admire a group like yours that, to me, is a grand extension of what we were 
doing...when we were the ‘new thing.’”  His current projects include The Iowa Jazz Composers’ Orchestra, Steve 
Grismore’s “Big Fun,” and a new arranging project titled “Shorter Stories: The Music of Wayne Shorter.” His 
group, “Christopher’s Very Happy. Band” recently released their second album, While We Wait, on SkyDeck 
Records. 

An accomplished composer/arranger for large 
jazz ensembles, Merz has received commissions 
from university and high school big bands 
throughout the country, and is published 
through UNC Jazz Press and eJazzlines.   He is 
also a highly sought-after guest soloist, clinician, 
and conductor at university and high school jazz 
festivals nationwide, and is endorsed by 
D’Addario and TM Custom tenor saxophones.

When not writing, playing, listening to, or 
thinking about music, Christopher Merz enjoys 
cooking and trying to make his kids laugh hard 
enough to shoot milk out their noses.

Christopher Merz, Guest Artist



Chicago-based trumpeter Marques Carroll is keeping the tradition of jazz alive while pushing the genre forward 
into exciting new territory. A bold performer and passionate educator, he is dedicated to preserving the 
authentic culture of jazz and spreading his holistic love of music around the world.

Born into a musical family in St. Louis, Marques fell in love with the trumpet when he was only 8 years old. His 
grandfather worked with jazz legend Clark Terry who would become a major influence on the young musician. 
Marques grew up absorbing the blues of Louis Armstrong and the laid back sounds of Miles Davis, eventually 
going on to study jazz performance at DePaul University. He expanded his palette to include classical and hip-
hop influences, making him a thoroughly modern and versatile musician.

Marques has worked and shared the stage with jazz powerhouses like Carmen Bradford, Dee Dee Bridgewater 
(Count Basie Band), Etienne Charles, Christian McBride, Jon Faddis, Meshell Ndegeocello, and Randy Weston 
(Chicago Jazz Ensemble). Marques’ compositions are soulful explorations of culture and consciousness. A 
storyteller at heart, he uses his horn to break down barriers between genres, writing evocative music that speaks 
directly to the soul. “Every instrument plays a character,” Marques says, describing his methods. “I want people 
to open their minds to what the story is about. Every piece I write is purposeful.”

In addition to his prolific performing career, and being a Bach Artist, Marques is an accomplished educator. He 
is the musical director for Chicago Jesuit Academy, Jazz trumpet professor at UIC (Chicago) and regularly holds 
clinics and master classes around the country. Marques is the leader of the Trumpet Summit and co-leader of the 
Chicago Soul Jazz Collective, and also a permanent sub-member of The Count Basie Orchestra. His solo debut 
record, The Ancestors’ Call, and his follow up album, Foundations, are now available everywhere.

Marques Carroll, Guest Artist



The Directors 
Kyle Engelhardt is currently in his 23rd year of teaching instrumental music; 
he has been teaching at Cedar Falls High School (IA) since 2004, where he 
conducts Jazz One and the Symphonic Band, and co-directs the Tiger 
Marching Band and various other ensembles. Previous jazz bands under his 
direction were honored to perform at the Iowa Bandmasters Association (IBA) 
Conference in 2015, 2018, and 2021. This will be Jazz One’s first appearance at 
The Midwest Clinic. 

Engelhardt is a past president of the Jazz Educators of Iowa and the Northeast 
Iowa Bandmasters Association (NEIBA) District. Additionally, he has served 
as the District Jazz Chair, as well as the state IBA Jazz Affairs Chair.

In 2021, Kyle was recognized as a quarterfinalist for the Grammy Music 
Educator Award. He has also been honored to be recognized as the Cedar Falls 
High School teacher representative for the Iowa Governor’s Scholar program,   

   and has received the NEIBA Phillip Sehmann Excellence in Teaching Award. 

In addition to his teaching duties, Kyle enjoys staying active as a mentor, adjudicator, and clinician. He is a 
frequent clinician across Iowa and has been a guest clinician at the University of Nevada-Reno “Jazz in the 
Schools” Jazz Festival. In the summers when he’s not going to youth baseball tournaments, piano recitals, or 
swim meets with his kids, he enjoys working as a staff member for several summer jazz camps. Engelhardt 
graduated with a BA in Music Education from Truman State University, in Kirksville, Missouri, and also 
completed a Master of Arts in Music Education from Truman State University. Previous teaching assignments 
include Centerville (IA) High School Band Director (3 years), and Willow Springs, Missouri, Grades 5-12 Band 
Director (2 years). Professional affiliations include Jazz Educators of Iowa, IBA, NEIBA, Jazz Education Network, 
and Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia. Kyle’s wife, Laura, is the band director at Holmes Jr. High in Cedar Falls, and they 
have two children: Kristen and Alex.

Gerald Ramsey has taught band in Iowa for 35 years. He is in his 29th year at 
Cedar Falls High School where he directs the Wind Symphony and the second 
jazz band, “Jazz, Too!”. He co-teaches AP Music Theory, co-directs the Tiger 
Marching Band, and serves as Music Department Chair. Under his direction, 
Cedar Falls bands have received consistent Division I ratings over the years at 
marching, jazz, and concert band festivals. He received his Bachelor of Arts in 
Music Education from Graceland University in Lamoni, IA, and completed 
graduate coursework at the University of Northern Iowa.

Gerald is a past president of the Northeast Iowa Bandmasters Association 
(NEIBA), and he has also served as Jazz Chair for NEIBA. He has received the 
KWWL Gold Star Award for Outstanding Teaching, the Karl King 
Distinguished Service Award from NEIBA, and the NEIBA Phillip Sehmann 
Excellence in Teaching Award. As a performer, he enjoys playing trumpet and 
bass in a variety of settings.

Gerald's wife, Vivian, is a teacher with the Iowa Educational Services for the Blind and Visually Impaired. Their 
eldest child, Theo, is a violinist based in Boston. Their son, Steve, sells menswear at Backroom Clothing and plays 
bass trombone in the Des Moines metro area.



Acknowledgements… 
Thank you, Jazz One students. You are incredible people. You’ve worked hard to 
make amazing memories and music this year. I love how much fun we’ve had along 
the way while tackling some challenging music. Thanks for always giving your best 
and taking this opportunity seriously. To last year’s seniors (Class of ’22): we can’t 
thank you enough for your incredible contributions to help earn this honor. I’m 
thrilled many of you play in college and continue to keep in touch with us. 

Thank you to President Rodney Dorsey, The Midwest Clinic Board of Directors, Jazz 
liaison Jose Diaz, and Kelly Bell, Executive Director. You are all inspiring and 
thoughtful. The convention’s success is a testament to your diligent efforts.

Due to the generosity of our sponsors and grant awards (listed at right), the 
students will have the memory of a lifetime in Chicago. The extra funding allows us 
the opportunity to represent our city, county, and state at this year’s Midwest Clinic. 
Your support of the students, tickets to extra events in the city, and sponsorship of 
our guest artists allows us to enjoy a truly unique experience. 

Many thanks to the Cedar Falls Band Boosters, who have always been great 
supporters of the band program. This year they have helped tremendously, and we 
are grateful. Thank you to the officers: Meg Campbell, President; Nikki Thomas, 
Vice President; Marla Davidson, Secretary; and Kelley Galyen, Treasurer. 

The Cedar Falls K-12 music teachers are a talented, dedicated group who bring out 
the best in their students at every lesson, rehearsal, and performance. We can’t 
thank them enough for all they do to teach the value of music to our students. My 
colleague, Gerald Ramsey, is an incredible teacher and friend. His impeccable 
musicianship, teaching, and commitment to students allows us to flourish in all 
genres.

We’ve had some amazing clinicians work with us throughout the year. They are our 
colleagues and friends, and we appreciate their efforts to help shape the 
performance you hear today. Thank you to Steve Shanley, Chris Merz, and Michael 
Conrad for their thoughts and ideas, and for pushing us to do even more with the 
music.

Two individuals have gone above and beyond to help out behind the scenes this 
year. Thank you to Jim Gosnell, retired CFHS Band Director. He is an incredible 
teacher and clinician, and also helps many schools as a travel planner. Jim 
volunteered all of his time to do our trip planning for Midwest so we could have 
more time with our students. Secondly, thank you to Tyann Rouw for her help as a 
grant writer, program editor, and friend. She 
volunteered countless hours helping to secure 
funding for our trip to Chicago and making 
sure the program is correct.

Finally, and most importantly, thank you to 
my family. I would not be able to do any of 
this without their love and support. Getting 
to be part of The Midwest Clinic as a family, 
with our daughter on stage and our family 
and friends in the audience, is a dream come 
true. 

Sincerely,

JAZZ ONE SENIORS, CLASS OF 2022
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